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Contenuti: 

Volume 1 

1. The Romantic Age: pp. 240-241 
1.1- Britain and America: pag. 242 (George III, The declaration of Independence) 
1.2 - The Industrial Revolution: pp. 244-246 (Economic change, Technological 
innovation, The worker’s life, Why did the industrial revolution start in Britain?) 
1.3 - The French Revolution, riots and reforms: pp. 248-249 (The French 
Revolution and the Napoleonic wars, Riots and reforms, George IV and William 
IV) 
1.4 - A new sensibility: pag 250 (Towards subjective poetry, A new concept of 
nature, The Sublime) 
1.5 - The Gothic Novel: pag. 253 (New interests in fiction, Features of the Gothic 
novel) 
1.6 - Romantic Poetry: pp. 259-260 (The Romantic imagination, The figure of the 
child, The importance of the individual, The cult of the exotic, The view of 
nature, Poetic technique, Two generation of poets) 
1.7 - Romantic Fiction: pag. 264 (The development of the Novel, The novel of 
manners) 
1.8 - William Blake: pp. 266-268 ( Life and works, Songs of Innocence and 
Songs of experience, Imagination and the poet, Blake’s interest in social 
problems, style, “London”) 
1.9 - Mary Shelley: pp. 273-275 (Life and works, “Frankenstein or the Modern 



Prometheus” - Plot and setting, Origins, the influence of science, literary 
influences, narrative structure, themes - ) 
1.10 - Samuel Taylor Coleridge: pp.288-290 (Life and works, “The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner” - plot and setting, atmosphere and characters, the importance 
of nature, the rime and traditional ballads, interpretations - ) 
1.11 - Percy Bysshe Shelley: pp. 302-305 (Life and works, poetry and 
imagination, Shelley’s view of nature, the poet’s task and style, “Ode to the West 
Wind”) 
1.12 - John Keats: pp. 307-310 ( Life and works, Keats’s reputation, Keat’s 
poetry, Keats’s theory of imagination, “La Belle dame sans Merci”) 
1.13 - Jane Austen: pp. 314-316 (Austen and the novel of manners, Austen’s 
analysis of character, “Pride and Prejudice” - plot and setting, characters, 
themes, style) 
 
Volume 2 

2. The Victorian Age: pp. 2-3 
2.1 - Queen Victoria’s reign: pp. 4-5 (Queen Victoria, An age of reforms, 
Workhouses and religion, Chartism, The irish potato Famine, Technological 
progress) 
2.2 - The Victorian compromise; pag. 7 ( A complex age, Respectability) 
2.3 - Early Victorian thinkers:  pp. 12-13 (Bentham’s Utilitarianism, Challenges 
from the scientific field, The Oxford movement) 
2.4 - The Victorian Novel: pp 24-25, 28 (Readers and writers, the publishing 
world, the victorian’s interest in prose, the novelist’s aim, the narrative technique, 
setting and characters, types of novels, women writers, the realistic novel, the 
psychological novel, the colonial literature) 
2.5 - Aestheticism and Decadence: pag. 29 (The birth of the Aesthetic movement, 
the English Aesthetic movement, the theorist of english movement, the features 
of Aesthetic works, the European Decadent Movement) 
2.6 - Victorian Drama: pag. 31 ( Drama between 1700 and the late 19th century, 
the new victorian theatres, stage directions, theatrical performances, playwright) 
2.7 - Charles Dickens: pp. 37-39, 46 ( Life and works, characters, a didactic aim, 
style and reputation, “ Oliver Twist” - plot, setting and characters, “Hard Times” 
- plot, setting, structure, characters) 
2.8 - The Brontë Sisters: pp. 54-56 ( Life and works, “Jane Eyre” - plot, settings, 
characters, themes) 



2.9 - Robert Louis Stevenson: pp. 110-111 ( Life and works, “The Strange case of 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” - plot, the double nature of the setting, style, sources, 
influences and interpretations 
2.10 - Oscar Wilde: pp. 124-126 ( Life and works, the rebel and the dandy, “The 
picture of Dorian Gray” - plot and setting, characters, narrative technique) 
2.11 - The War Poets: pp. 188-191 (R. Brooke: life and works, “The Soldier”, 
Wilfred Owen: life and works, “Dulce et Decorum est”) 
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